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Pastor Alexander Mielke

Dear Members and Friends of Martin Luther Church!

You see one of our presents from Germany in the photo,
which shows Christophorus with the Christ Child on his
shoulder, which carries the globe. This stone statue
stands on a bridge over the Wornitz, the river near
Nordlingen, where we lived for the last 8 ¥z years. Also
our new congregation, the Martin Luther Church, is
situated on the water. Just as the places of our vicarship,
Sommer- and Winterhausen, which were located near
Wirzburg on the Main River, where a footpath of only 5
minutes connected the churches of these beautiful wine
estate villages. As my Massai-Congregation in Tanzania
on the Pangani River, where sometimes half of my 15
Church Service Stations were flooded. As Wechingen
and Holzkirchen, two congregations in the deaconry of
Oettingen (diocese Augsburg), where We could go
canoeing on the Wornitz with the -

confirmands sometimes. And now
we resume our office at the Martin
Luther Church on the shores of the
enormous Lake Ontario.

Christophorus’ task was to help
people cross a large body of water.
You probably know the legend of
this strong and fierce giant.
Because he was so strong, he
feared no one and was only willing
to serve the mightiest ruler of the
world. Therefore, he left the king
whom he had served at first.
Therefore, he did not stay with a
terrible black knight. Therefore, he
was not even satisfied with the
devil, for he fearfully avoided the
cross at the wayside. After a long
unsuccessful search he was ready
to give up and accepted the job of
carrying people across a wide and
dangerous river.

One night, he heard a child’s voice

calling. As he climbed down into the water with the child
on his shoulder, the burden grew heavier and heavier,
so unbearably heavy, as if the whole world were lying on
his shoulder. He sank down into the water and was

afraid to drown. Then the child said to him: “You have
been given to carry more than the world. The Lord, who
created the world, is your burden.” Then the Child Jesus
pushed him under the water and baptized him. Since
then, his name was “Christophorus — Bearer of Christ”.

Now he had found the mightiest ruler. He seemed to be
only a small, weak child. But also the devil feared him.
And this child carried the entire world in his hand;
therefore, it was so tremendously heavy. This Medieval
legend contains a great truth. Jesus and his message
are often underestimated. His message of love and
mercy is often ridiculed; his gentle and non-violent
actions for people are viewed as being weak. And vyet,
God'’s love is more powerful than all the hate and all the
power, which torment and suppress our world. Our great

] hope is that God’s kingdom
will, at the end of time,
prevail and benefit all
creation. As the resurrected
Christ says in Matthew 28,
18-20: “All authority in
heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that | have
commanded you; and lo, |
am with you always, to the
close of the age.”

I find it nice that the
Christophorus, whom we
often saw on the Wornitz
Bridge, now accompanies us
across the great ocean. His
name points to his task:
“Christophorus — Bearer of
Christ”. And with this, he also
points to our task. Every one of us is appointed to be a
“Bearer of Christ”. To bear Christ in one’s heart, to let
our entire life be determined by this centre. And to bear
the burden of Christ on our shoulders, by supporting our
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