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Dear Members and Friends 
of the Martin Luther Church! 
 
Whoever takes just a brief glance could think 
that the picture has something to do with Hal-
loween, in view of the skeletons and open 
graves at the bottom. Truly, some things in 

this picture can give one the creeps. But its ini-
tial intent is to give us courage, in spite of 
some of the horrible things in our world. The 
small oil painting was designed by the famous 
painter Hans Holden the younger in 1524 and 
is a historical prospect composition of the 
Reformation. When we look at it closely, the 
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entire message of the Reformation celebration 
is revealed to us. The numerous details may 
first be confusing, the basic structure, how-
ever, is simple. The large tree in the centre di-
vides the picture in two halves; while the left 
side is characterized as infertile with the leaf-
less, withered twigs, the right side with the 
strong branches is full of life. This takes on the 
central image of Psalm 1, this great portal into 
the Book of Psalms. At the foot of the tree sits 
the human, without counsel, despairingly he 
wrings his hands, while two figures show him 
a way out of the darkness.  
 
At the left Adam and Eve are conspicuous. 
They do not listen to God and eat of the for-
bidden fruit which the snake has shown them. 
The result is that they are distant from God 
and the deliverance to death looms, terrible to 
see represented by the casket and the skeleton. 
There is a sign here from God: Moses on top 
of the mountain, who receives the tables with 
the Ten Commandments. But this is no real 
help, for people fail God’s commandments, 
yes, the commandments by themselves just 
create fear and threaten people with God’ 
judgement, the thunderclouds at the left make 
this clear.  
 
But the figure of the Prophet Isaiah of the Old 
Testament and John the Baptist from the New 
Testament show the way out of this world, 
where people suffer from sin, judgment and 
death. They point to Jesus, who is on his way 
to the Garden of Gethsemane with his disci-
ples, and thus he enters into fear and pain. To 
Jesus on the cross, who takes on our guilt. To 
Jesus, who rises from the grave. 
 
While the left half is marked by sin and death, 
so is the right marked by forgiveness and life. 

On the left reigns law, on the right grace. The 
entire picture is a representation of Romans 6, 
23. ”For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (See also Romans 3:19-21). Under 
God’s law the human falls into fear and 
despair, for, indeed, he always sees only that 
which he has not accomplished, where he has 
failed. But the Grace, the Gospel, helps a per-
son to life, for there he sees what Jesus has 
done for him, there he hears the promise “Be 
not afraid, you are a beloved child of God!” 
 
The basic message of the picture is clear. And, 
indeed, the details are arranged very precisely 
and interestingly. So the cross corresponds to 
the serpent is raised in the desert by Moses as 
a pre-announcement (John 3:14). So on the 
right, the birth of Jesus, the Saviour, is an-
nounced to Mary on the Mount of Zion, as 
counter picture of Eve, who had reached for 
the forbidden fruit. These details are explained 
through Latin foot notes (i.e. "Mors = Death", 
or on the right "Victoria nostra =  Our 
Victory"). 
 
Martin Luther said, “God uplifts the sorrowful 
and strengthens the despairing. For the word 
of life belongs to those who are in fear and 
desperation, to whom is rightly said, ‘You are 
afraid, and your conscience tortures you. But 
be comforted, God is not angry with you.’ For 
where there is the Gospel, there is hope, com-
fort, peace, joy.” Let this picture assure us of 
the good, uplifting message of the Reforma-
tion!  
 
 
With kind regards and wishes of blessings, 
 
Your Pastor Alexander Mielke 
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During the Joint Service on November 9 , our present group of confirmands will introduce 
themselves . Guests from Ottawa  will join us on that day; Pastor Christoph Ernst and Pastor Mark 

Ehlebracht with their confirmands. The church service 
represents he conclusion of their joint weekend in our 
church. Furthermore, the team “In Mission For Oth-
ers – Taking It Home"  presents thoughts and sug-
gestions for lively congregational work. A hearty wel-
come to this joyous family service which begins at 
11:00 a.m.(!!!)  
 
Our present group of confirmands (from left): 
Hermann Heerklotz, Nicole Schwarz, Rhys Buceta, 
Ben Schwarz, Sonja Schweiger, Christine Rabey, 
Lukas Frantzke, Benedikt Mielke, Tanya Horn, André 
Rosenberger. 
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Heike Block-Mielke (289) 232 3034. 
 
After the German service on First Advent we will stay together for  %������
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And we can look forward to a ���������������&�����
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����������������&�����
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�  under the direction of Manfred Petz on 
the evening of the Second Advent Sunday. 
 
For those who feel our Martin Luther Church is thei r church now  and wish to become official 
congregational members, we offer a celebration of reception at the beginnin g of the new year . 
The church council considered that it would be fitting to choose a joint service for this event, where 
new members are officially and cordially received into our congregation and placed under God’s 
blessing. Those who are interested in taking this step are invited to speak with Pastor Alexander 
Mielke. 

The German Library  in Martin Luther Church is furnished and opened. It offers 
those avid readers among us the opportunity to borrow German books. Usually, 
you can pick up books at the occasion of our services.  Should you have sugges-
tions, questions or wishes, please contact Anna Lisa Wienecke (905) 939-7441; 
Iris Schweiger (905) 625 9174. 
 
At the Christmas Fair of the Danube-Swabian Club  (Donauschwaben-Club) at 
the weekend of November 21 to 23, there will be an information booth  of the 

German-speaking Lutheran Churches. A brochure, designed by Pastor Mielke, invites to the 
church services of our congregations. Congregational members will be available for conversation 
and information. The shift of the Martin Luther Church is Saturday, November 22, from 2:30 to 7:00 
p.m. You are cordially invited to participate, we need many helpers. 



  

ww ww ww .. mm aa rr tt ii nn ll uu tt hh ee rr .. cc aa   
4

In the Thanksgiving Service on October 12 , first we celebrated the partnership with the day 
care centre of the Lutheran congregation Guarulhos in Sao Paulo . Second, we could greet as 
our guests OKR Paul Oppenheim together with his wife.  He is the Regional Director of the EKD 
(Evangelical Church in Germany) for North America, and his first stop during his Canada tour was 
Toronto (from October 11 to 15), before he then continued his journey to Winnipeg and Ottawa. A 
heartfelt “Thank You” to all, who decorated the church so beautifully for Thanksgiving and for the 
wonderful contributions, also the musical, to the church service! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To illustrate the difficult life situation of Brazilian street  Mr and Mrs Oppenheim in conversation with 
children, the Sunday School children surprised the  Christine Couturier who sang a solo, and 
church service attendants with a shoe shine action.  Gunter Gall who is very committed to the support 
        of the day care in Sao Paulo. 

 
The kids surprised Monika Schmidt 
with a shoe shine action for saying 
thank you for all her dedication to 
the sunday school. 
 
 
 
Church Council President Ernie Wie-
necke presented OKR Oppenheim with 
the Anniversary Book of Martin Luther 
Church as a sign of partnership and 

friendship. The Wienecke family extended their hospitality to Mr. and Mrs. Oppenheim during their stay in Toronto. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gutsch accompanied them expertly during their exploration of Toronto and Niagara Falls. 
 

 
OKR Paul Oppenheim visited, accompanied by Pastor Mielke, Karen Hamilton, the 
Secretary General of the Canadian Council of Churches (see photo left), as well as 
the Church Office of the UCC and 
Bishop Pryse in Kitchener. Further-
more, he met with Pastor Moeller 
(also in her function as Chair of the 
DELKINA) and Pastor Schweter in St. 
George’s Church. 
 
 
 
 
With the Church Council there was a 
working meeting and a thanksgiving 
dinner at the Muddy Duck restaurant. 
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1050 Canadian Dollars were donated in support of the day care centre in Sao Paulo, a heartfelt 
„Thank You” to all donors! A special „Thank You“  to Gunter Gall, who is tirelessly and highly en-
gaged in his dedication to this day care and is in constant contact with Pastor Edilson Tetzner. 
 
We received the following letter from Pastor Edilson. 
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From the Christ Lutheran Church in Peterborough we received the following invitation. Whoever is 
interested can contact Pastor Jenkins by phoning 905 703 0704. 
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Once every ten years, a tiny, picturesque village in the heart of the Bavarian Alps re-enacts an 
event which draws people of every religious denomination from four corners of the globe to witness 
one of the most poignant and moving stories ever told. The play depicts the tragic and moving 
chronicle of Christ's final passion. Its history stems from 1632. The next Passion Play will take 
place in 2010 and the event is already attracting Christians from around the globe. Demand is sure 
to be overwhelming and inevitably tickets will be in short supply.  We have specially reserved 22 
first class tickets for the 2010 Passion Play and obtained hotel accommodations in Oberammergau 
and in the beautiful surrounding area of the Bavarian Alps. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

	
����
�
 

Claus Newman 
in the age of 63 years 

 
October 23, 2008 

 
If I ascend to heaven, God you are there; 

if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
Psalm 139:8 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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