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LUTHERAN CHURCH
— Founded 1955 Gegriinder —

Dear Members and Friends
of the Martin Luther Church !

The Watchword for the year 2009 from Luke 18: 27,
is as follows: “ What is impossible for mortals is
possible for s - .

God. . This [
message can be
seen in the new

Christmas \ T
picture from QUEG
Haiti: Jesus is ‘

born, that is af
reason for joy,

because God’'s
light radiates
through our
world.

The artist
Jacques Chér
was born in
Cape Haitien in
1930. He
became

internationally

known through
the  exhibition
“Haitian Art” in
the Brooklyn Museum in 1979, where he presented
several of his works. In 1987 he designed the
"missio"-art-calendar, from which this picture is

taken.

The birth of Jesus is portrayed here in the midst o
the Caribbean world. Instead of the shepherds, a
simple peasant woman comes and brings a pumpkin

enthusiasm demonstrates the jubilation of all
creatures about God's new beginning with creation.
Mary and Joseph are Haitian peasants, and in a
simple shelter on the field, amidst all these @ntr
american fruits, Jesus is bedded down in a basket.

= , Three wise
men bring their
gifts, they all
wear city
clothes, and the
first one of
them has Asian
facial features.
These are
people  from
various parts of
the world, who
discover Jesus
as their
Saviour.

It is a simple
picture, which
seems to
describe mere-

ly a scene of
daily life. But
the artist is
familiar ~ with

the classic pictorial language of the church. Diyec

in front of Jesus there lies a lamb. It points thatt
Jesus bears the guilt of the world as the Lamb of
God. And the feed trough, at the left, looks like a
casket, above which a rooster is crowing;
inconspicuous indications of the path of suffering,
which Jesus must go. The entire scene is immersed
in the light of the star, which rises like a newnsu

as a present, and a turkey spreads its feathers over the world of the Holy Night, which lights

proudly. The other animals are also very exitedirth
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brightly the way of the Three who have made a long
journey.

“What is impossible for mortals is possible for

God.” The miracle of Christmas is that God’'s Son
becomes human, in the midst of our everyday life
with our worries and joys. Jesus' light brings
together many folks, white and black, from east and
west, poor and rich. And they experience the nmeracl

in their daily life, so that their path of life riaes in

a new light. God makes a new beginning with us.
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We need not fear the darkness any more. We are no
longer lonely and alone with our worries and fears.
Christ comes to our side and lets his powerfultligh
shine into our life. That gives us courage to take
risks which we have considered impossible before.

I wish you the blessing of Christmas for your ¢fel
God'’s good guidance in the New Year!

Your Pastor Alexander Mielke
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Martin Luther Church Income 2007 vs. 2008
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In October, “The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ@rding to John”,
composed by John Reeves, was performed in ourmMauther Church.

The Latin responsories
were sung by the
Marian Singers under
the direction of Tony
Browning.

The Passion text was sung by Kevin Lee.

From November 7 to 9, Pastor Joel Crouse, PastorkMEhlebracht and Pastor Christoph Ernst were our
guests, together with their confirmands.

So our confirmands had the opportunity to get tovkmew friends.

During the service, the confirmands
presented their ideas about the church
Furthermore, two Ketchup bottles
reflected on how their daily efforts coul
be compared to the mission of a churc
congregation “In Mission for Others”.
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Michael Thomas lannone

November 23, 2008
Jesus Christ says, "I am the light for the worlolldw me, and you
won't be walking in the dark. You will have theHighat gives life."
John 8:12

Rosa Petz
in the age of 94 years

November 15, 2008
| give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; drefthe gods | sing your praise; | bow down toward
your holy temple and give thanks to your name fmunsteadfast love and your faithfulness.
Psalm 138

Anneliese Berk
in the age of 68 years

November 19, 2008
The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want.
Even though | walk through the darkest valley,drfao evil; for you are with me.
Psalm 23
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