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Dear Members and Friends 
of the Martin Luther Church! 
 
Pilate, Caiaphas and Herod – Jesus lost in the 
entanglement of brutal power politics. 
 
“The first Christian Historian“ – so Luke is called, 
and the Gospel of Luke, in 
chapter 23, indicates more 
precisely than any other 
Gospel the entanglement 
of daily politics in which 
Jesus was caught up. 
 
Pilate is probably the most 
famous Roman of all 
times. No other name is 
still mentioned as often as 
his today, every time, 
Christians say the Creed, 
his name is included: 
“Crucified under Pontius 
Pilate”. 
 
On Pilate, Jesus does not make the impression that 
he is dangerous, for him it would be enough to 
have Jesus “flogged”. In chastisement, the pris-
oner was whipped with a leather strap, to which 
metal hooks were attached. Hereby, the person be-
ing whipped received countless wounds, and many 
prisoners did not survive this punishment. Paul, 
too, suffered this punishment three times from the 
Romans (2.Cor.11:25), which was, in contrast to 
the Jewish rules, not limited to "40 lashes less 
one", which is 39. The Roman soldiers were 
allowed to beat a prisoner as long as they pleased. 

Pilate considers Jesus to be innocent according to 
the accusation, yet, in spite of this, he wants to de-
liver him to this brutish punishment. Nothing 
characterizes better his unscrupulousness than this 
gesture. 
 
Shortly after Pilate became prefect in Jerusalem in 

the year 26, he needed 
money to build a large aq-
ueduct. The money he 
confiscated from the 
temple. When a large 
demonstration of Jews, 
opposing this, took place 
in front of his office build-
ing, he let his soldiers, 
dressed as civilians, min-
gle with them. On a signal, 
they took heavy clubs out 
of their garments and beat 
the demonstrators with 
them: 300 Jews were 
killed on that day. 

 
Why has Pilate received this prominent role in the 
Creed? Because he ordered Jesu crucifixion. The 
Jewish subjects had been awarded a part of self-
government, but the death penalty could only be 
imposed by the Roman Governor. And so, the 
high priest Caiaphas had Jesus taken prisoner, 
when Jesus spoke against the deplorable state in 
the temple. And Pilate then pronounced the death 
sentence against this troublemaker – correctly ac-
cording to routine, the executions of troublemak-
ers was part of his daily business. Both, Pilate and 
Caiaphas, were deposed by Rome in the year 37, a 
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few years after Jesu death, because of their un-
scrupulous misuse of their official power. Pilate 
was transferred to Italy for disciplinary reasons. 
The next Roman prefect in Jerusalem was a more 
level-headed, less brutal man. 
 
Who was Herod? He was not Herod the Great, 
who reigned at the time when Jesus was born. But 
he was his son, Herod Antipas, who was ruler over 
Galilee during the entire lifespan of Jesus. (This 
dynasty was non-jewish, their origin was in Idu-
mea which is south of Israel.) He had John the 
Baptist killed, and Jesus, too, was threatened by 
him. In Lukas 13 it says, “Some Pharisees came 
and said to Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod 
wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell 
that fox: Today, tomorrow, and the next day I 
must be on my way, because it is impossible for a 
prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Here, in 
chapter 23, it says,  “Herod and Pilate became 
friends with each other that very day, for before 
they had been at enmity with each other.”  In the 
fight for power, they were rivals, but in destroying 
critics, both were allies. 
 
At that time, Jesus had been warned by the Phari-
sees against Herod. Apparently, there were many 
Pharisees who were sympathetic to Jesus. Famous 
is the word Jesus said to a Pharisee in Mark 12, 
“You are not far from the kingdom of God”. 
 
And the amazing thing is: Except for the few 
women who stand under the cross, two Pharisees 
are the only ones who care for the body of Jesus. 
In Luke and John we hear that Joseph of Arimat-
hea and Nicodemus take Jesus down from the 
cross, and Joseph lays him in a tomb of his family. 
Both are Pharisees and members of the council, 
that is, members of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish 
council at the temple. And they are horrified by 
what the power-hungry high priest Caiaphas has 
done in a cloak-and-dagger operation. These 
Pharisees show their reverence for the famous 
master in their care for his body at an hour, when 
the disciples only hide away fearfully. But in the 
hour of sentencing, the reasonable and level-
headed people are powerless. 
 

Who was responsible for Jesus' death? The his-
torical truth is: The high priest Caiaphas and other 
members of this privileged class in Jerusalem as 
well as Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee, have 
united; they incite the crowd in the courtyard, and 
the Roman occupying power acts routinely with 
brutal force. They kill the man who is called "the 
king of the Jews", Jesus who was the hope of so 
many Jews at that time. And the inscription which 
Pilate had put on the cross, saying "Jesus of Naz-
areth, the king of the Jews" demonstrates all the 
disdain and scorn, all the mockery which Pilate 
had for this messianic hope of Israel. It shows the 
triumphal arrogance of the Roman governor who 
once more had defeated the hopes of the  Jews. 
 
The theological truth however is that we all, each 
of us, all humanity is guilty of Jesus' death, just as 
Paul says in Romans 3: "There is no distinction, 
since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." 
 
In that entanglement of interests and intrigues in 
the Jerusalem of his days, Jesus is lost. He, who 
passionately stood up for obeying God’s holy will, 
for the purity of the temple, for mercifulness and 
compassion among people, for a just and peaceful 
togetherness – Jesus will be nailed to the cross.  
 
The same crowd that shortly before called out Ho-
sanna! now cries: Crucify him!  So terribly people 
can be manipulated. So inconsistent can public 
opinion be. Unmoved, the crowds push Jesus now 
from their midst, whom they have just honoured, 
and leave him to the most cruel death which ex-
isted in the world of that time. Maybe we would 
have done the same. 
 
Rudolf Otto Wiemer, who died in 1998, came 
from Thuringia, was later on active as teacher and 
author in Bohemia and Lower Saxony, has formu-
lated for us this harsh question in a text: 
 
The donkey, so I heard, is ashamed 
that he carried him. 
He is ashamed because of the entry into Jerusa-
lem, 
because the Hosanna! was followed by 
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the Crucify him! 
Therefore, he, who carried him through the Ho-
sanna, 
he said, was, at the same time, the beginning of 
the Crucify. 
O, is not a donkey an ass, as he 
is ashamed of such a small matter, and  
I, the human who cried, who cried both: 
Hosanna! And cried: Crucify! 
and I am not ashamed? 

Stefan Andres has said: 
 
“Let us be silent before his cross; 
we all are different from him 
and before him we all are guilty”. 
 
 
With kind greetings and blessings, 
yours, 
Pastor Alexander Mielke 
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A warm welcome for all to attend our Easter 
Sunrise Service! Come and see the sun rising 
over the lake and the city when we celebrate 
Easter at the shore of Lake Ontario from 
Humber Bay West . We are gathering at the 
parking lot at 5:45 a.m., the service will be 
starting 6:00 a.m. in the morning of Easter 
Sunday, April 12, 2009. After that we can have 
some breakfast with pancakes and toast  in our 
church. 
Meeting on the last parking lot of “Humber Bay 
Park West” (this is about 1.5 km east of the 

church, south side of Lake Shore, directly behind the large apartment buildings complex “Marina 
del Ray”; near the Yacht-Club!), stay to the right and drive along the road to the last parking lot. 
Let us know if you need transportation. Please call the church (416-251-8293) or Pastor Mielke 
(416-567-2487). 
 
The JOINT EASTER SERVICE will be starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
The social coordinators at  Martin Luther Church have arranged for a group outing to see the mu-
sical production of The Sound of Music  at the Princess of Wales Theatre, 300 King St. West, on 
Saturday, April 11, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. For more information contact,Dina Wancar 
dinotchka@yahoo.ca Gisela Wilhelm gisela@eol.ca. 
 
The Sunday School of the Martin Luther Church is having  their Annual Swim Party on 
Saturday April 18, 2009 at Norseman Pool , 105 Norseman St., Etobicoke (off Islington Ave. 
between Bloor St. West and The Queensway). Mark your calendars!  We invite all members and 
friends. We have the entire pool to ourselves from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. followed by pizza and other 
treats. For more information contact,Monika Schmidt monikakschmidt@gmail.com Tanya Zielke 
tanya_zielke@yahoo.ca. 
 
Mother's Day Luncheon 
Please note that on Mothers Day (May 10) the men of the council and additional helpers will 
prepare, like always, a Mothersday Luncheon, starting right after the Service. During this service, 
the German Consul General Holger Rasch  will be present, say a word of greeting and be with us 
even after the service. 
 
Congregational Picnic  in Camp Edgewood, Sunday, June 28  
�
We invite you to our annual summer camp at Camp Lutherlyn, Golden Lake, Ontario near 
Pembroke - from Sunday July 26 th to Friday July 31 st (5 nights ). The cost is the same as last 
year: $225 person, plus the bus $50 single or $75 family. You can go to our website 
www.martinluther.ca to download the Registration Form, the Bus Transportation Form and the Owl 
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Rafting Waiver Form.  All three forms need to be filled out for complete camp participation. Please 
submit forms and  payment by July 3rd, 2009. The day trip to Owl Rafting is an additional cost at 
$15-$20. While you are at our website, please read ahead of time the Supply Check List for what 
to bring and the Rules of Camp Lutherlyn. 
The camp is also open to families with young children and also to seniors; discounted rates apply. 
For many years the Martin Luther Lutheran Church has invited its youth for a one-week-camp to 
the Golden Lake. The Camp gives children and youth in the ages between 8 and 18 the 
opportunity to have a good time together and to enjoy the beautiful landscape around the lake, The 
counselors are experienced youth leaders of the church who take good care of the needs of the 
campers and provide an interesting program with creative games and sports. Part of the program 
are the bible-studies which combine biblical stories with outdoor activities. The campers sleep in 
cabins in groups of 10. Meals are cooked by the staff of the Camp Lutherlyn. 
For more information contact: Dan Sommerfeld: feld-of-dreams@sympatico.ca, or 
Pastor Alexander Mielke: alexander.mielke@rogers.com 
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NEED A PLACE TO SELL YOUR STUFF ? 
NEED A PLACE TO SHOW YOUR ART ? 

NEED A PLACE TO SHARE INFORMATION 
ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ? 

 
COME TO 

WESLEY MIMICO UNITED CHURCH’S 
FIRST ANNUAL 

COMMUNITY MARKET !!! 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25/09, 9AM-3PM 
 

REFRESHMENTS AND LUNCHEON 
AVAILABLE ON SITE FOR REASONABLE COST 

 
CALL  416-251-5811 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND TO BOOK A TABLE 

 
TABLES:   FREE FOR SHARING COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

VENDOR TABLES: $20.00 FOR A TABLE 6’X2.5’ 
(Deadline for booking tables -first come first serve- Friday April 17/09) 
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On Monday, March 23, Ella Morgan-
Schwantes , the second wife of our 
Pastor Eberhard Schwantes, passed 
away. 
 
On Friday, March 27 , the funeral 
service  was being held in the Martin 
Luther Church, in cooperation with 
Pastor Doug Kramer from St Philip's 
Lutheran Church. Edmund Scholz said 
a eulogy on behalf of MLC, and our 
church choir under the direction of 
Mona Frantzke sang. For the MLC, it 
was a day of sadness and grief by the 
side of Ella's family as well as of 
lovingly remembering all the years of 
Pastor Schwantes' service. 

Here you can read Pastor Mielke's (slightly shortened) sermon. 
�
Ella was an unbelievably strong woman. Everyone who reads her book "Choices of a Teenager", 
must be impressed by her strength and courage, to make strong and brave decisions in the midst 
of all the horrors of war, flight and the loss of the home country. 
In this book in the beginning of the third and last part, Ella writes: "I am an individual. I am a 
daughter, a woman, a wife, a mother, a grandmother, a teacher, but most of all, I have made some 
serious and challenging decisions as an individual, that other women of my generation would have 
not attempted." Thus this third part begins. And it closes with the chapter "My trust and faith". So 
she herself indicates what the source of her strength was, her faith. 
 
Let us remember a few of the decisive points in Ella's journey of life. 

Ella was born May 12th 1928 in Deguiciai, Lithuania. She was the 
second of six children, born to Wilhelm Willenbrecht and Lydia 
Gencius. Of her sibblings three predeceased her, Rudy, Lydia and 
Alma. Two are still with us: Helmut and Erika. The book she has written 
about her life has the subtitle "From Lithuania to Canada", and the 
paragraph on page 77 begins "Hello Canada! The land of the future". 
But her childhood was not at all sad, the family had a very good life in 
Lithuania, owning a large farm. 
World War 2 started when she was 11 years old and drastically 
changed her life. 
She writes: "On March 17, 1941, we left our home. The Germans and 
Russians agreed, that about 50,000 Lutherans could leave Lithuania. 
This movement of our people was refered to as 'repatriation', because it was considered a case 
of Germans returning home. Interestingly, however, we had lived in Lithuania for many 
generations, and my mother and we, the children, did not know the German language, we only 
spoke Lithuanian." 
In 1946, after leaving a German displaced persons camp, at 18 she travelled alone to England 
to find a new home and work as a hospital attendant. As her one year contract came to an end 
she began asking herself whether England was the best place for her to settle. Ultimately she 
chose Canada. She envisioned the opportunities and possibilities to be better here than in war 
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ravaged Europe. In order to emigrate to Canada she had to return to the camps in Germany 
and try to emigrate as a refugee. November 1, 1948 she arrived in Halifax, still alone, at the age 
of 20 and never regretted her choice. 
Three years later, she was instrumental in bringing the rest of her family to Canada as well. She 
married Vytautis Krygeris in 1949 and had three daughters, Zita, Vivian and Anita. While 
working in secretarial positions in those early years, she always strove to improve academically. 
As a working mom, she finished high school by correspondence and was taking courses at the 
Adult Training Centre, later known as George Brown College on Keele Street. About 1963 she 
realized there was a teacher shortage. She knew she was capable of teaching and saw a new 
challenge. With the help of the principle at George Brown, she chose to pursue university 
courses in the winter and take three summers to complete a teaching certificate in exchange for 
a teaching position at George Brown. Her amazing drive and fortitude continued throughout her 
life. She received her BA from Queens University in 1971 and together with the teaching 
certificate she had, she started teaching a Runnymede Collegiate Institute. 1973 Vytautas had a 
fatal car accident. Later on she married Donald Morgan. 
Her fondest memories being in the workplace were those as a teacher. Her determination and 
goals didn’t stop with herself. She was always worrying, helping and trying to ensure that her 
immediate family reached and touched those same stars. She desperately wanted to instill the 
importance of education to each grandchild. She was a life-long learner. Ella was constantly on 
the move to improve her family’s household, the daughters attended about six different schools 
before finishing grade 13. This continued until the day before she had her first stroke in 
September where she purchased a two bedroom condo for herself in order to make sure she 
had an extra bedroom and space for a caregiver. 
2002 she married Pastor Eberhard Schwantes. But at that time already he suffered from severe 
Parkinson, and only 3 years later Pastor Schwantes died tragically, in the morning of his 76th 
birthday. He had been able to have the joy of celebrating the 35th anniversary of the day care 
which he had been committed to over all the years of his ministry in the MLC. But he missed the 
50th anniversary of the church which would be celebrated four months after he had passed 
away. In her mid 70's she had the opportunity to travel to Europe with her husband, Pastor 
Schwantes as well as visiting Lithuania for the first time since 1944. She so enjoyed that trip, 
seeing her homestead again. 
There is a special chapter in Ella's book, "Joyous Memory". There she writes: 
"The most joyful moment of my life was when I saw the picture of my three daughters, all my 
seven grandchildren and myself." She means the photo of Justine's confirmation, in the year 
2003. This shows all the joy and pride she found in her family, in her three daughters and all the 
family which had grown big. 

Her sister Erika has read verses from John 12 which is – in our German Lutheran tradition – the 
Gospel for this week. Here Jesus Christ says, "Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains just a single grain, but if it dies, it bears much fruit." This is the mystery of the grain of 
wheat: Even our sufferings can bear plenty of fruit. First of all we see this in the passion and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
There are two ways of dealing with sufferings, the passive and the active one. Only the conscious 
way of accepting the suffering, only the active way of dealing creatively with suffering, can truely 
bear plenty of fruit. 
There was enough in Ella's life what could have made her suffer passively. But this she never did. 
She always searched for ways how to deal actively with problems. During the last weeks the 
daughters would read books to her while staying by her side in the hospital. I was so impressed 
when I was told what they read to her during day or night: "The Outliers" by Gladwell, or memories 
of Eleanore Roosevelt, or "My Stroke of Insight" by Jill Taylor. Her lifelong dedication to learning 
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never wore off, even in the last weeks, when she became weaker, she still would try hard to learn 
and deal actively with her sufferings. 
Psalm 23 speaks of the "darkest valley" where God is still with us. For Ella, the image for the dark 
hours was the woods. She placed this on the front page of her book, the dark forest where she had 
to run through and hide in during her long ways of the flight. A childhood in the terrible times of 
World War II, a youth in which she was forced to make very difficult decisions on her own. But in 
the midst of fears and doubts, still this experience: "you, my God, are with me, your rod and staff, 
they comfort me." 
In my very first meeting of Ella she told me this. She told me of her confirmation which she had 
together with her brother Rudy Palm Sunday 1942 in a camp for refugees near to Posen. She told 
me that since that time a prayer had helped her day by day, a prayer that she had chosen to be 
printed on her confirmation certificate. 
Mein Gott, verlass mich nicht! Ich ruf aus Herzensgrunde, 
Ach Höchster, stärke mich in jeder bösen Stunde. 
Wenn mich Versuchung plagt und meine Seel anficht, 
So weiche nicht von mir – ach Gott, verlass mich nicht! 
Which means: 
Forsake me not, my God, restrain, confirm, direct me. 
Control my tottering feet, from sinful falls protect me. 
The Holy Spirit grant, and, 'neath the heaviest load, 
Be Thou my Strength and Stay; forsake me not, my God! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Ella Morgan, in the age of 80 years 
March 27, 2009 

Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
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Email-Distribution List: 
 
Please add my name and my email address to the MLC-distribution list: 
 
Name:     ________________________________________________________ 
 
Email-Adrdess:   __________________________________________________ 
 

Please send to: Mona Frantzke, List Administrator, mona.frantzke@rogers.com, or: 
Martin Luther Church, 2379 Lakeshore Blvd West, Toronto, ON M8V 1B7�


