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Dear Fellow Christians !

“Merry Christmas!” Some time ago, | saw this in big
and bold letters on a sign and could hardly believe
my eyes. “Merry Christmas! We like to be the first
with the news! The Toronto Star”. It was mid Octo-
ber! And Christmas was still 2 months away!

That was doubtless a clever advertising stunt of ou
big daily newspaper. But, unfortunately, thls isaal
very typical. A few years ago i )
the Evangelical Church i
Germany (EKD) conducted &
campaign with the simple mes
sage: “Advent is in December.}
At first, | found this headline
exceedingly boring. But late
on, | realized it is an urgen
message. | have the impressi
that we are, in the meantime
really losing the feeling for}
when is the right time for which
celebration. To the point where people, indeed, no
longer understand that Advent is a time of prepara-
tion for Christmas, and what meaning Christmas ac-
tually has.

“For everything there is a season®, it says in Esiel
astes 3. “To everything there is a season. A tione f
every purpose under heaven; a time to be born and a
time to die; a time to plant and a time to pluckatvh

is planted; a time to kill and a time to heal;radito
break down and a time to build up; a time to weep
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to
dance.” And further on in the Book of Ecclesiastes,
there is a kind of summary: “He has made every-
thing beautiful in its time. Also he has put etérnin
their hearts, except that no one can find out thekw
that God does from beginning to end.”
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“For everything there is a season.” This assurasce
in danger of becoming lost to us in our so hectic
times. Where everyone hinges on being the first, to
be there as early as possible; “we like to be the
first, as it says on the sign. And then there are
Christmas items available in September already and
Easter items already in February.”

And yet for everythlng there is a season! Octaber

W indeed, the month of Thanks-
giving! A month that can be so
beautiful in the golden glow of
autumn, the opportunity to en-
joy the fruits of the year, to re-
flect on which fruits my life
has borne this year, for which |
can be thankful?

And also the month of No-
vember bears its marks. We
may not particularly like it,
this dark, wet, cold month. But it is certainly oo-
incidence that memorial days like All Saints’ Day
and Remembrance Day are celebrated during this
month. We have the time during this dark month to
reflect on our human mortality, on the painful fare
wells from loved ones!

“God has made everything beautiful in its time.dAls
he has put eternity in their hearts.” God is wighim

all our time, and each period of time receives its
meaning and its support through God'’s presence and
guidance. It can be of help to discover how albf
time on earth is connected to eternity. And that ca
help us to live each time period with awareness and
to mold it.
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Let us take the time in automn to give thanks fbr a
the fruits of this year. Let us face the dark Notem
and withstand the thoughts of pain and mourning,
strengthened through God’s guidance!

Let us prepare ourselves for the slowly advancing
light during Advent, and then celebrate Christmas

joyfully and with awareness. And Christmas does
not have to end with Boxing Day! It is a good old
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custom to enjoy the Christmas decorations and
Christmas lights at least until thé" ®f January,
Epiphany.

“For everything there is a season.” —Let us go with
awareness and open eyes through our time.

Kind regards, God's blessings for you!
Your Pastor Alexander Mielke
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Special invitation to all our children and youth: W E NEED YOU!

You may not have thought about it, but CHRISTMAS is coming soon!
This year we are planning to prepare two great events together with our youth:
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There is lot of work ahead of us and we have some really great ideas for crafts (beading, felting,
silk painting......)!

That means, on all upcoming Sundays, we will use our Sunday School time to work on different
craft projects for the sale.

But there are some crafts which will need more time therefore we invite you to two special Craft
Evenings at our church:

Friday, 6.11.09, 6-9pm: SILK PAINTING (we will create colourful silk shawls)

Friday, 13.11.09, 6-9pm: FELTING (we will create mittens and other items with felted wool)
We are looking forward to seeing many of you and have lots of fun together!

While the crafting continues we will also start to practise our Christmas Play on the following Sun-
days:

15", 22" 29" of November Christmas Play Practise  (during Sunday School)

We are looking for some energetic reporters, shepherds, kings, travellers, and of course Maria and
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Special request to all Women

For our felting craft we need old wool sweaters

Do you have any old sweaters which you don’t like anymore or which became victim to moths?
Bring them to us (church (on Sundays) or Parsonage ) as soon as possible! Important: they
must be more than 80% wool ! You will be amazed what we will create with them!

Thank you to all donors who can help us here!
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Rosemarie and John Knauercould celebrate theB0" wedding anniversaryon October 1. Our heartfelt
congratulations and best wishes, and may God Hiess and kindly guide them and their family on thei
way through life!
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Email-Distribution List:

Please add my name and my email address to the MLC-distribution list:

Name:

Email-Adrdess:

Please send to: Mona Frantzke, List Administrator, mona.frantzke@rogers.com, or:
Martin Luther Church, 2379 Lakeshore Blvd West, Toronto, ON M8V 1B7
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